
MINUTES 

WOONSOCKET PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY, September 16th, 2009 

7:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M. 
 

Woonsocket Area Career & Technical Center 

400 Aylsworth Avenue 

Multimedia Room 303 
 
 

Delegate/Guest Introductions 
 

Attendees:  
Cindy Stepanian (PAC Co-Chair/Citizen’s Delegate), Denise Auclair (PAC Co-Chair/Harris Elementary 
Delegate), Dr. Gerardi (School Superintendent), Tara Dubois (WHS Alt. Delegate), Brenda Galvin 
(SELAC Delegate/WMS PTA Pres.), Richard Gramstorff (WMS PTA Secretary), Rob Desrosiers 
(Principal Delegate), Donna Houle (School Success Team Leader/RIPIN rep.), Amy Thibeault (Bernon 
Heights Alt. Delegate), Tony Gabriele (Community member), Sue Rochefort (WHS Delegate/PTO 
President), Linda Majewski (School Committee member), Mrs. Roberts (Elementary School Teacher 
Alt. Delegate/Harris TIME teacher/PTO VP), Jennie Kithes (WHS Delegate), Kara Alling (WMS 
Advisory Teacher), Rick Ferguson (WMS Admin. Delegate), Diane Deluca (Bernon Heights parent) 
 

Intro: Some members will be coming late due to the Police Chief’s community meeting.  
 

Sent e-mail out to you (PAC delegates) on the Open House at Coleman, which will be held on 
September 24th. They would like someone from PAC to attend to talk about parent involvement. If any 
delegate is available please let us know.  
 

Evelyn Mack- Loggins has sent an e-mail that that Coleman’s PTO is looking to branch out. They 
would like more help in running their meetings. They are looking to maybe shadow other PTO 
meetings.  
 Rob Desrosiers - Suggested that maybe Colman’s TIME teachers could help out. 
 

 Mrs. Roberts - Suggested Parent Café and/or coffee hour. 
 

 Denise Auclair - will contact Mr. Hazard with suggestions. 
 

Co-Chair(s): Second request for a Spanish translator for our Agenda and Minutes, especially now since 
Linda Filomeno and Carmen Boucher will no longer be attending PAC meetings. 
 

Dr. Gerardi - New ELL Tester Liaison position coming up will check if they could translate to 
Spanish. 

 

Linda Filomeno - Not new position reallocation of the testing/parent liaisons piece, will check 
with Lydianna. 

 

Delegate/Guest Introductions (2 minutes) 
 

Cindy Stepanian: Children attend Globe school now. Joined their PTA. They will be having a Luau 
dance 9/25, Halloween dance in Oct. In December, Cookie Walk, Build a Book Night and Holiday 
shopping for kids, Karaoke in January. Next PTA meeting is Oct. 8th.  
 
 



 
 
Dr. Gerardi: I will be replacing Linda Filomeno as liaison to PAC. And trying to reduce budget but 
tough battle. 
  
Linda Majewski: Thank PAC for their participation at the Back to School Celebration and taking a 
poll on school uniforms to help the School Committee make their decision. Also heard comments on 
the radio that the city has never had a Meet the School Committee Candidates Night is incorrect, 
someone from PAC should call and let them know that we have had 3 in the past 6 years. As far as the 
budget there will need to be health care changes. When you have a contract with group health insurance 
you just can't leave it without some consequences. We also saved $280,000. The school committee has 
initiated a host of cuts and is exploring other changes; Reallocation of positions, retirement, new bus 
company. We will continue to work hard to fix the budget. 
 
 Cindy Stepanian - Where were the $280,000 savings? 
 

Linda Majewski - described the content area coordinator and administrative restructuring. 
 

 Cindy Stepanian - What about the Vocational School issue? 
 

Linda Majewski - State owns building and reimburses us some for WACTC, Lincoln vocational 
for free (reimbursement), good deal to send kids to our school. School Committee wrote letter 
to the Commissioner waiting for a response. AIRA funds stabilization funds save jobs, governor 
took monies that we should have received. We could cut the vocational, by doing this we pledge 
to the president that we are saving the jobs so we can not give back the keys. It’s unfair funding 
of vocational schools. Like the fair funding formula. We do not want to close but we would like 
state to manage programs in an equitable manner. 

 

Brenda Galvin: WMS/PTA President, Next PTA meeting 9/28 at 6pm in library Annex, door 1. Will be 
alternating days. October will be the last Tuesday of the month and we will discuss further dates then. 
The PTA is working with Feinstein Learning Academy to work on positive incentives for students.  
 

Richard Gramstorff: WMS/PTA Secretary. One child in middle school and WHS. 
 

Donna Houle: School Success Coalition/RIPIN, School Success Coalition will be meeting on 9/26 
light supper and childcare available. On 9/24 Thundermist Building- Bridges to Community Resources, 
10-2pm.  
 

Diane Deluca: Bernon Heights, Child at WHS and Bernon Heights, 
 

Rick Ferguson: WMS Admin. Delegate, excited about 2 new buildings. 
 

Sue Rochefort: WHS/PTO President, Has a Jr at WHS. We have two PTO meetings Oct 8, Nov 12. We 
will decide later on a date for the Woonsocket Coalition when (Laura) can give presentation to parents. 
Looking for someone to fix WED site. Would it be Jonathan? Would like to send e-mails out to new 
freshman but need to decipher e-mails from Orientation. 
 

Stephanie Roberts - was at meeting with Jonathan Galishaw and got update on the WEB issues. 
They are aware and are working to resolve and redesign pages within the next couple of 
months. Tech teachers at your school would be able to update you.  
 

Dr. Gerardi - Tech teachers are an asset at Elementary. 
 



Brenda Galvin - offered to help with e-mail deciphering. 
 

Denise Auclair – reminded Sue Rochefort that we at least have the PAC e-mail list to send 
information to parents. 
 

Linda Majewski – Dr. Gerardi can you send the PAC a Technology contact list? 
 
Paula Dube: Governor Pothier/Leo Savioe delegate. Savoie having PTA next wed. 6:30.  
 

Stephanie Roberts: TIME teacher at Harris as well as PTO VP. 20 years teaching in Woon.  Time 
teachers should work with PTO/PTA’s for parent involvement.  
 

Mr. Desrosiers: (Elementary Principal Delegate) taking over Mike Capasso. Woonsocket guy thrilled 
to be a Globe Park school. Tomorrow is Open House 6-7pm all welcome. Great start of school year. 
You can reach me at 767-4830. I’m always available. 
 

Amy Thibeault: Bernon Heights, PTO secretary- meeting Monday night. Very well attended Open 
House. Mr. Nasuti is our new Principal. Fundraisers are Campbell’s Soup labels; we have 3000 Box 
Tops. We also have backpack with supplies. Major fundraiser started. We will be having a Family 
Dance in October. 
 

Tara Dubois: WHS Alt. Delegate has 3 children all at WHS. 
 

Jennie Kithes: WHS Delegate has a freshman and a senior at WHS.  
 

Tony Gabriele: parent of new WHS student, learned a lot from PAC. Excited for uniforms, great thing 
for city to get the new WMS. Question, how come other vocational schools are getting monies; and 
how did that come about.  
 

Dr. Gerardi – 3 different models, Cranston, Lincoln Davies figured it out, classes in Burriville at 
the WACTC. Some schools get reimbursed and others the residents pay taxes. 
 

Paula Dube: Dr. Gerardi, where is the Fair Funding Formula at? 
  

Dr. Gerardi- Steve Robinson formed a coalition with Pawtucket and Providence and we are 
looking for more communities to join on but ultimately we will go to court over it. We need Fair 
Funding Formula to get additional stimulus money. 

 

Linda Majewski- Pawtucket, Providence are hoping for Cranston to join lawsuit on Fair 
Funding Formula, 13million dollars for us. Cumberland wants to do a different formula so they 
would get more money unfortunately we would lose money. It should be based on student need.   

 

Denise Auclair: PAC Co-Chair, represents Harris Elementary School. Harris is having a PTO Family 
Spaghetti Dinner tomorrow night. Want to thank Mr. Garceau for attending our Open House which we 
were happy to see higher ups attend. As co-chair, I do have PAC concerns on support since we are 
losing to valuable members, Linda and Carmen. This is the turning point for PAC, delegates if you see 
an informational educational article send it to us so we can send to others. We also will send out more 
informational links. We need to keep informed. 
 
Announcements: 
Several losses from PAC delegation let me read the letters from: 
1. Ann Marie Ferrenti – Elementary Delegate taking classes on scheduled PAC mtgs.  
2. Donna Marcotte - could not be here tonight, another event. 



3. Evelyn Mack-Loggins – could not be here tonight, another event. 
4. Kim Eisenreich – Neighbor Works leaving for another position in Washington, DC. 
5. Carmen Boucher – RIPIN, role is increasing can not be in my advisory role. 
6. Linda Filomeno – Other responsibilities. 
 

Gaining new PAC delegates: 
1. Mrs. Roberts – new Elementary Teacher Alternate Delegate. 
2. Mr. Desrosiers – New Elementary Principal Delegate. 
3. Mr. Boss or Mr. Henderson – WHS Admin. delegate we will find out which one soon. 
4. Dr. Gerardi - replacing Linda Filomeno as WED delegate. 
 

Brenda Galvin is the new SELAC representative.  
Oct.1 at 6:30 is first SELAC meeting. 

Robin Crane, WMS Teacher volunteered to be the new WMS delegate. 
 

We also need a Secretary to take notes. Paula Dube and Dr. Gerardi are helping out tonight. 
 

Old Business 

Approval of Minutes - We need to meet with Linda Filomeno to consolidate our minutes so we can get 
those out to you to approve at our November meeting. 
 

New Business 

Compact Policy – We will send it out again through e-mail to go green. We need you to look it over; 
send in changes for discussion to approve at our March meeting for 2010-2011 handbooks. When you 
look at it you will notice that changes are highlighted for review. 
 

We also would like to update our e-mails for communications so please let us know when they change. 
 

PTO/PTA Shadow Workshop  
Delegates what are your feelings on having a PTO/PTA workshop. We have had a PTO/PTA 
fundraising workshop in the past with Miriam Goodman regarding changing fundraising laws. We also 
had DRA Workshops for parents to understand how their child is tested and how it relates to their 
reading levels. We have had a few parent involvement workshops. Thoughts. 
 

Might not work with for all schools since parents would have to leave their school (comfort zone) to go 
out to others. Maybe just the PTO/PTA Officers and fundraiser groups could meet for a coffee hour to 
discuss ideas. Parents could come and listen in. Bernon Heights and Globe Park have great turnouts. 
Need ideas for more parent involvement.  
 

Mrs. Roberts - Schools with TIME teachers should be working on parent involvement. 
Talk with your schools TIME teachers on setting up Parent Café’s, and maybe special 
events to go along with PTO meetings. 
 

Linda Filomeno - Since 20% of TIME teacher’s day is spent on parent involvement they 
can also besides the Parent Café’s have parent computer workshops. The principal would 
know the needs of that particular school and can work with the TIME teachers. 
 

Dr. Gerardi – suggested maybe the best practice-sharing meeting with all PTO/PTA 
leadership teams at the WHS. 
 

Donna Houle – suggested it should be held at Coleman since that was the school that 
requested support. 
 



We will put the PTO/PTA Shadowing workshop on hold for now and instead work 
towards the Leadership workshop. 
 

Leadership Workshop – Instead of us (PAC Co-Chairs) presenting we would like outside resources 
for all to benefit. We checked with Donna Houle, School Success Coalition but they did not have what 
we needed.  
 

Linda Filomeno – suggest checking with RIPIN or other agencies. CCF, TIME teachers, 
Family Resources. 

   

Uniform Update (Linda Majewski) 
The legislation was approved but the school committeee voted not to implement it during the middle of 
the year and we still have to write policy. Now parents will have one year notice. The Uniform 
committee will meet to discuss vending options. 
 

Donna Houle – can new school committee members take uniforms away? Question to 
ask during the Meet the School Committee Candidate’s night.  How do you feel about 
the school uniform policy?  

 

  At this point we should wait until after the elections to make sure that we have all school members on 
board. Uniforms approved are black or brown khaki style pants, maroon or white polo or t-shirts, white, 
black or brown footware. The Uniform committee wants to thank everyone that has supported this. 
 

WMS Transition/Grand Opening Ceremony (PAC-Cochair)  
Event will be held on November 21st 2009, tours 10am-12pm, Ceremony with special guests (focus on 
students) at 12:00pm. Tours to continue from1-3pm. Tours by students with adult/teacher supervision 
with groups of 10-15. Invitations will be sent to all (city and state) politicians, Lincoln MS Principal 
(advice at beginning stages) and all other participants that supported the WMS initiative.  
 

Brenda Galvin – Concerned on WMS Principal and administrators not being aware of 
plans. 

 

PAC would never put on an event that affects other without their approval. A subcommittee was formed 
which PAC delegates, WED and WMS leadership (Dr. McGee, Linda Kurus, and Mr. Ferguson 
attended the first meetings and were aware of the layout of the day), other administrators, parents and 
community members and school committee members had been invited to participate. We announced 
more then once at School Committee meetings that we were going to start the process, (since everyone 
else was too busy with the school budget. We did not want such a great community event like the grand 
opening of these great schools to fall through the cracks when so many parents/community members 
and students were involved from day one) and would bring the details and decisions back to the proper 
channels for approval. We really want the grand opening to be student and community focused. At the 
first subcommittee meeting we had about 21 members then it dwindled down to key players. Mr. 
Ferguson (PAC’s WMS admin. delegate) came to every meeting. Dr. McGee is aware and will be 
getting the WMS band, chorus and student council together.  

 

Amy Thibeault – suggested holding event at a later date so the hype would be near the 
opening of schools for the students to get them excited. Also wondered if the students 
would be touring the school before the opening. 
 

The original date that was suggested by the subcommittee was November 14th , then the Building 
Committee suggested December 6th because of the delivery of the furniture and computer technology 
that they wanted to be completed before the grand opening. After talking with Gilbane, November 21st 



was chosen as a compromise for safety issues. (Boxes and furniture in hallways, that might not be put 
away yet) Our next subcommittee meeting that you all are invited to is set for Tuesday the 22nd at 
6:30pm feel free to come and give your input. 
 

Meeting with the Commissioner, September 30
th 

 The evening will be a Meet and Greet with the Commissioner. It will be held at the WACTC by invite 
only (space limited) to delegates and community members and organizations that have supported PAC 
events. We are looking at 40-50 people to participate in a light dinner prepared and served by WACTC 
students. This also would showcase the WACTC students in what they do. The event will start at 
6:00pm beginning with the meal and at 7:00pm a meeting to follow with a PowerPoint presentation 
about the PAC, to introduce our committee to the commissioner, with our usual Intro section for all 
participants. Then, if there was time we would like the Commissioner to comment on questions that 
might be asked during the Intro portion. Sodexo who is donating the food is also sponsoring the event. 
This is a very important event to attend; PAC has done a lot of wonderful things that we would like the 
Commissioner to know about. Feel free to see if your PTO/PTA Presidents have any suggestions or 
concerns for you to ask the Commissioner.  
 

WMS Advisory Presentation 
 

Introduction to the Advisory Program at the WMS, presentation by grade 6 English teacher, Ms. Alling 
who is also head of the WMS Advisory committee. This is relatively a new program, 3rd year. We were 
inspired to design a program because it is a regulation, mandated by state. Four of us took classes years 
ago (2005) to design program. Teachers have jumped on board and we have developed an enormous 
binder of curriculum leveled per grade.  
 

Expectation of Program: 
One teacher (ideally outside of their cluster teachers) to connect for each child (in groups of 14 students 
to one certified staff member) 
 

Provide stronger support and raise student aspirations (motivate students) 
 

Make a big school smaller and create personalized connections for students. 
 

Have mission, goals and outcome. 
 

Social and emotional welfare support. We just want the students to leave happy and be positive for the 
rest of the day. Foster individual learning plans. 
 

Would like to work with the WHS on their advisory. So, it follows the students. 
 

Linda Majewski – identified that the Elementary does not have an advisory because the one 
teacher classroom is already personalized. In defense of the WHS, unfortunately RIDE 
mandates it first, then trains you second and tells you what the curriculum is after the fact. 

 

If anyone has any questions or would like to come down and look at the binder my e-mail address is 
Teach.peach@cox.net. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 

Meet and Greet with the Commissioner (info above) 
 

Meet the School Committee Candidates Night – It will be held at the WHS and will be a little 
different this year. School Committee candidates will each pick a different question out of a hat. With 



an ending comment to address issues that were not questioned. It will be held on Oct. 27th from 7-9pm 
at the WHS. 
 

WMS Grand Opening (info above) 
 

A big Thank you goes out to Linda Filomeno and Carmen Boucher for all the support they have given 
the PAC. 
 

Linda Majewski – In case you have not heard Mary Keegan passed away last week. She had been to 
every school committee meeting for the past 30 years and was part of the Building committee for the 
WMS as well as other schools in our district. She loved being part of children’s education. 
 
Next PAC meeting is November 4th. 
 
Motioned to adjourned by Denise Auclair and second by Mrs. Roberts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


